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From 16 January to 29 March 2015FAI - Fondo Ambiente Italiano (Italy's National Trust) is staging
"Wim Wenders. AMERICA" at Villa Panza in Varese home to the Panza collection. This exhibition
of photographs taken by the renowned film direetod photographeWim Wenders is anhomage to
the friend Dennis Hopper and the artist Edward Hopper, and is the first in a programme scheduled
for the Villa showcasing the current photographgrngc The exhibition is being held in the year inolh
acolytes around the world are celebrating the Bitihday of this master of the New German Cinema,
upon whom the Honorary Golden Bear lifetime achmeeet award will be bestowed at the 2015 Berlin
International Film Festival.

“Landscapes give form to our lives, they mould olwacacter, they define our human condition and if
you pay attention and sharpen your sensitivity tows them, you'll discover that they have stories to
tell and that they are far more than simple place$his is howWenders describes his approach, which
is based on using@anoramic camerathat is capable of reproducingsions that overturn our normal
perception of the landscapgopening up moments of exceptional visual richness

Theworks on display were created in the United Stateetween thend of the 1970s and 200&nd
they documenenvironments, landscapes architecture androads, all captured by Wenders' lens with
an acute, far-reaching perspective that is gearedwards contemplating the immensity of nature
andthe power of light The shots encapsulate the experience of a Eunggeauntering, hearing, seeing
and recording American culture from the 1970s onlwam what was an analogous experience, during
the same perio®Giuseppe Panza di Biumovisited, perceived and came to understand the iarer
spirit through art, and began to put together kg collection. As Panza himself put itMy interest in
this art came about in the wake of a long trip toekica in 1954...At that time, | was not yet a catec

but | felt that a new culture was in the offing reahat was different from the culture of Europeyeh
forward by new influences, energies and situations”

At Villa Panza,Wendersis exhibiting34 photographs some on a large scale, that have been arranged
on the basis of a chronological and thematic pisgio®. The images will enter into a dialogue with t
surroundings of the Villa, in the spaces on theugdbfloor and first floor, and in the stable blo&k.
common thread will run through the exhibition tdpheisitors discover the German directgusrsonal
interpretation of America.

Wim Wenders th@momad theitinerant Europeanequipped himself with a trusty Leica é@plore new
backdrops that he could then immortalise in his moes but he switched to a Makina-Plaubel with
Eastman negative film in order tdobk at things’ (regarder) and ‘tonserve themi (garder) One
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example isEntire Family from 1983, which is one of his favourite shotsenhthe empty blue-and-red
storefront in Las Vegas, New Mexico, perfectly ewlibe Wenders' desire to “capture things before they
disappear”. The city did not fit the bill for th&ekctor'sParis, Texadecause it was too far away from the
main setting of the film, but at the same time @sverucial to record that site, those signs, timasees —
all traces of lives that had moved on elsewhereerder to rescue “things” from the ravages of tifftee
same applies to thBrive-in in Marfa, theSafewaysupermarket in Corpus Christi, Texas, the futuristi
architecture of the Houston parking garage depigtedEntrance, and numerous other shots that
exemplify this necessity to eternalise. On the leiion route, visitors will come face-to-face withe
subject matter selected by Wim Wenders' clear,qomad vision, includingCowboy Barfrom 2001,
which is being shown here for the first time, adstern World Development, Near Four Corndrem
1986, which combines the desire to see with thealé&s tell stories. Indeed, Wenders places grahtev
on the literary and narrative function of the imagethe visual repository of one or more storidse T
exhibition route comes to an end in the villa'dEdlock, which has been given a makeover to rekem
a chapel and plays host to the spectacular wofiwen“acts” entitledGround Zera a prayer in the form
of strong, moving images that leads the viewer ¢alitate on violence and on collective tragedy.

Several different dynamics converge in the franohgVenders' photographs, not least the requireioent
focus on the “centre” because everything that is outside the viewfind#ir be lost, as well as his
dedication to achieving at all times therfect rendering of the image It is in this sense tha/enders
calls himself a craftsman who uses lightindeed, it is not by chance that in his latelsh fiThe Salt of
the Earth (2014), which is about the photographer SebasBatgado, the voice-over provides a
definition, right at the start of the documentanf/the term “photography”: photo- (from the Gregkg, -
pwtog, meaning “light”) and -graphy (from the Greglagio, meaning “drawing”).

The exhibition is curated b&nna Bernardini, Director of Villa Panza & the Panza Collection.

Wim Wenders. AMERICA is accompanied by a book of the same name publish&ilvana
Editoriale, which contains an interview with Wenglely Francesco Zanot.

While the exhibition is running, there will be amber ofassociated evenidilm screeningsandad hoc
workshops for schools

The exhibition project has been made possible thaok]TlI (Japan Tobacco International), an
institutional partner of Villa Panza & the Panzall€dion, with which FAI (ltaly's National Trust)as
signed a multi-year agreement targeted at enhanamdy promoting the cultural activities of this
extraordinary property, ensuring access to it ywidest and most diverse user base possible.

The event is being staged under the patronage efitéfian Ministry of Culture & Tourism ,
Lombardy Region, the Province of Vareseand Varese City Council Villa Panza & the Panza
Collection has been granted museum status by Laiyliegion.

Wim Wenders. AMERICA

From 16 January to 29 March 2015

Villa Panza & the Panza Collection, Piazza Litt&/arese, Italy
For information: www.wimwendersvillapanza.it

Opening hours:every day, except Mondays (open on public holidaaniays)from 10am to 6pm
Entry fee: Adults€12.50(Tuesdays and Wednesdagsluced entry fee of€10); FAl members and
Children (4-14 years§6; Students (up to 26 yeagd on working days ané10on Saturdays, Sundays
and public holidays; Family (2 adults + 2 childr&3).
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